into battle
the United States should the United States intervene in the war
now proceeding between Great  Britain and the two  European
dictators.    This bargain appears so unfavourable to Japan that
we wonder whether there are not some secret clauses.    It is not
easy now to see in what way Germany and Italy could come to the
aid of Japan while the British and United States Navies remain
in being, as they certainly do and as they certainly will.  However,
that is for the Japanese—with whom we have never wished to quarrel
—to judge for themselves.    Great services have been xendered to
them by the peoples of the United States and Great Britain since
their rise in the nineteenth century.   This is a matter on which
they must judge for themselves.   This Three-Power Pact is, of
course, aimed primarily at  the United   States,  but   also  in   a
secondary degree it Is pointed against  Russia.    Neither of  the
branches of the English-speaking race is accustomed to react to
threats of violence by submission, and certainly the reception of
this strange, ill-balanced declaration in the United States has not
been at all  encouraging to those who are its authors.    We hope,
however, that all such dangers—and the dangers can plainly be
seen—will be averted by the prudence and patience that Japan has
so often shown in the gravest situations.
There is another country much nearer home which has for
some months past seemed to hang in the balance between peace
and war.   We have always wished well to the Spanish people, and
in a glorious period of our history we stood between the Spaniards
and foreign domination.   There is no country in Europe that
has more need of peace and food and the opportunities of prosperous
trade than Spain, which has been torn and tormented by the
devastation of a civil war, into which the Spanish nation was
drawn by a series of hideous accidents and misunderstandings, and
from the ruins of which they must now rebuild their united national
life of dignity, in mercy and in honour.    Far be it from us to lap
Spain and her own economic needs in the wide compass of our
blockade.   All we seek is that Spain will not become a channel of
supply to our mortal foes.    Subject to this essential condition,
there is no problem of blockade that we will not study in the
earnest desire to meet Spain's needs and aid her revival.   Even less
do we presume to intrude on the internal affairs of Spain or to
stir the embers of what so lately were devouring fires.   As in the
days of the Peninsular War, British interests and policy are based
on the independence and unity of Spain, and we look forward to
seeing her take her rightful place both as a great Mediterranean
Power and as a leading and famous member of the family of
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